
 

Dave’s Diary 
  
 
 

Many of you will receive this edition of 
the newsletter on Palm Sunday.  Tradi-
tionally, Palm Sunday has been a time of 
celebration as we remember the Trium-
phal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem at the 
beginning of the last week of his earthly 
ministry.  What we often miss in our 
reading of the Triumphal Entry is the 
inevitability of the crucifixion caused by 
his entry into Jerusalem. The shadow of 
the cross looms heavily behind the Tri-
umphal Entry, and while those who wel-
comed Jesus that day did so with such 
joy, Jesus saw beyond the accolades to 
the cross that awaited him.  Even though 
the people who welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem did not comprehend his 
prophecies about his impending death, 
they could still see the looming conflict 
between Jesus and those in power, a 
conflict that reached its breaking point in 
the Triumphal Entry.  When Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem on that colt he was chal-
lenging the powers of his day in a very 
provocative way (you will hear more 
about this in my message for Palm Sun-
day.  For those who live outside of our 
community, the space here does not al-
low me to go into enough detail but I’ll 

be glad to send you a copy of the mes-
sage) and it was inevitable at that point 
the authorities would kill him.  The con-
flict that was brewing from the begin-
ning of his ministry had now reached a 
point where his message was simply too 
inflammatory to those in power.  Their 
decision was simple – Jesus must die. 
 There are times, I think, when we 
overlook the political implications of the 
conflict between Jesus and those in 
power.  Perhaps we forget that the early 
followers of Jesus were a citizenry who 
lived under political oppression as well 
as spiritual oppression.  When we miss 
this important fact, we miss one of the 
central tenets of his message, which is 
God’s opposition to oppression and its 
resulting suffering.  In our freedom we 
cannot relate to what it is like to live 
under the iron-fisted rule of a foreign 
power.  In our time, the government is 
on our side and not our enemy (in spite 
of all the complaining we do about our 
government, its purpose is to serve the 
citizens, which was not at all the purpose 
of Rome).  While we have a voice in 
government, the early followers of Jesus 
had no voice and were subjected to cruel 
persecution.  I am grateful that we have 
this gift of freedom, but let us not forget 
that millions continue to live under op-
pression and persecution.  We must pray 

for them daily and speak out against any 
power that seeks to oppress people.  God 
created all people to be free, and free we 
all must be. 
 On Easter we will transition into our 
next series of messages.  As I have been 
telling you, we will begin a series called 
Dealing With the Skeptics.  This series 
is about atheism, unbelief, science and 
all those things that come into conflict 
with faith.  Our Easter message will 
bridge us from our current series, The 
Dream of God, into Dealing With the 
Skeptics.  The title of my Easter Sunday 
message is An Affirmation of Faith.  
This message not only affirms my per-
sonal faith, but the necessity of affirm-
ing our faith in a world that is witness-
ing an increase in skepticism and unbe-
lief.  I may not have a list of my sermon 
titles in this newsletter because I con-
tinue to rearrange material and subjects 
as I do my research.  This is a topic I 
have been studying for a number of 
weeks, and though I remain a long way 
from completion, I am trying to outline 
where we will be going over the coming 
weeks.  On several occasions I have 
asked that you give me any questions or 
issues you would like to see covered in 
this series.  All of us, I believe, have 
many questions about these issues and I 
would like to hear from you. 

 Finally, Easter is a reminder that we 
are now speeding through spring and the 
end of school will soon arrive and sum-
mer vacations will begin.  With the end-
ing of school we will go into our sum-
mer schedule and life around the church 
will be different for a few months.  The 
change in schedule, though, doesn’t 
mean an ending of important events.  In 
June we will have VBS and our day of 
community service and in July a large 
group of our youth will be traveling to 
Centrifuge.  Please mark the summer 
dates on your calendar.  You will find 
these dates printed in the weekly pro-
gram and in the newsletter.  I look for-
ward to seeing you Sunday. 
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Date     Attendance          Offering 
                 SS       EW     MW    
3-4 81 na 105 $3,943 
3-11 73 21 121 $4,008 
3-18 77 27 138 $2,674  
3/25 n/a n/a n/a $2,630 
  
Debt Balance: $  8,380 
  
Budget to :   Received - $ 36,466 

  Required - $ 33,936 

April Volunteer Schedule 
 
 Children’s Church 
 4-1 Suzanne 
 4-8 Brandy 
 4-15 Melissa 
 4-22 Kelly 
 4-29 Lori 
   
Check out www.ncfirstbaptist.org.  Look 
under staff and volunteer Schedule. 

April 1st  
7:00 am Community Sunrise Service 
9 & 11 am Worship Service Communion 
5:15 pm Children’s Bible Drill 
5:45 pm Youth Bible Drill 
7:00 pm Easter Cantata 
April 5th  
Thursday Evening Tenebrae Service 
April 6th  
Good Friday 
April 8th  
Easter 
April 15th  
Vision Committee Meeting 6:00 pm 
April 17th  
Alice Powell Circle at Carol Ann’s 7:00 pm 
April 21st 
Youth State Bible Drill 
April 27th  
Children’s State Bible Drill 
April 28th  
Relay for Life Luncheon and Fashion Show 
(Tickets go on Sale April 1st, $15/ea) 
May 30th 
Last Day for Henry Co. School Students 
June 18th - 21st 
Vacation Bible School 
June 29th 
Relay for Life 
June 30th 
Day of Service to Our Community 
July 1st - 7th 
Henry County Fair 
July 9th - 14th 
Centrifuge 
August 8th 
Henry County School Opens for Students 

For what I have received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day     
according to the Scriptures.1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NIV 

English lawyer Frank Morrison was a firm agnostic who did not believe any one could really 
know if there was a God for sure. Upset by the claims of Christians, Morrison set out to use 
his powerful legal mind to debunk the faith.  He  set  his  target  on  the  cornerstone  of  
Christianity, the resurrection of Jesus. Morrison knew that if he could discredit this plank of 
faith, the rest of Christianity would collapse. He studied the evidences for the resurrection as 
he would materials for any other trial. As months went on, Morrison concluded after         
analyzing the evidence that the only answer to the empty tomb and eyewitness accounts was 
that Jesus really did rise from the dead. This skeptic became a believer in Jesus and wrote the 
book, Who Moved the Stone! 

Are you struggling to believe? Do you wonder if the Christian faith is incredible? Consider 
the resurrection of Christ. No one has ever found his body. Hundreds testified that they saw 
him alive after his crucifixion. His followers held this confidence even in the face of suffering 
and even death. Take time to examine the resurrection and you will find Jesus moving the 
stone of doubt in your heart! 

Belief in the resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith, it is the Christian faith. 
John Whale 



Birthdays  
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He is not here, for he has 
risen, just as he said.  
Come see the place where 
he was lying – Matthew 
28:6. 
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Anniversary  
 

Greg and Gina Black    5 
Steve and Judy Taylor 16 
Jack and Judy Scriber 27 

Perry 
Jacob 
Phil 
Susan 
Karen 
Eva 
Matthew 
Josiah 
Greg 
Maurice(Butch) 
Debbie 
Joyce 
Nancy 
Connie 
Casey 
Megan 
Liesa 
Anne 

Butts 
Vaughn 
Powell 
Kurtz 
Searcy 
Neale 
Cravens 
Hughes 
Black 
Banta 
White 
Powell 
Benham 
Rawlins 
Stamenkovic' 
Armstrong 
Booher 
Wentworth 

1 
3 
4 
5 
5 
9 
10 
10 
12 
15 
18 
20 
24 
26 
28 
29 
29 
29 


