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Dave’s Diary 
 When I was about seven or eight 
years old I thought time moved incredi-
bly slow.  One day, wondering if the 
school year would ever end, I asked my 
mom if time would always seem so 
slow.  Her reply, which has stuck with 
me all these years, was, No.  It will get 
faster as you grow older and one day 
you will wish time would slow down.  As 
the years have passed with alarming 
speed, I certainly understand the truth of 
her statement, and I am finding the 
speed at which time passes to be increas-
ingly unnerving.  Time is indeed speed-
ing by, and most days I find myself 
wishing I could slow it down. 
 One of the most disturbing trends of 
our modern age is the overwhelming 
demands placed upon our time.  Though 
some of it is self-inflicted, much of our 
time crunch comes from the demands of 
jobs that neither stop at forty hours nor 
fit into the nine-to-five routine of years 
past.  When we’re not working, we seem 
to spend an inordinate amount of time in 
our vehicles.  As crazy at is now seems, 
when I was young my family would take 
Sunday afternoon rides in the car.  We 

weren’t going anywhere in particular, 
just out for a drive.  These days, who 
could imagine getting any joy out of 
getting in a car and driving for no reason 
other than just driving?   
 Some of you may remember the 
Weekly Reader that was published for 
school students years ago.  I remember 
an article from my fifth-grade year that 
predicted the work week for Americans 
would continue to shrink and leisure 
time would increase.  So much for the 
crystal ball used by that writer.  The 
work week continues to grow longer for 
most Americans and leisure time seems 
almost non-existent.  At this pace, what 
will happen to life in the next ten or 
twenty years? 
 As we turn the page on the calendar 
to a new year, many of you will be 
thinking about time, and how you would 
like to use your time in 2008.  May I 
offer the following suggestions – 
1.  Keep in mind the words of James 
4:14 – Yet you do not know what your 
life will be like tomorrow.  You are just 
a vapor that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes away.  This is a verse 
I have used many times in funerals.  It is 
a reminder to the living of the precious 
gift of time, a gift that can come to a 
sudden halt at any moment.  If you don’t 
like what is happening to your time, 

make a commitment to do something 
about it in 2008. 
2.  Spend more time with your family.  
When our kids were young, it used to 
irritate me when people told me enjoy 
them while they’re young, because they 
don’t stay young long.  At the time, I 
was simply trying to survive each stage 
of life, but looking back, all those people 
were absolutely correct.  Our children 
are with us for such a brief moment, and 
then they are gone.  Of course, we get to 
enjoy watching them enter adulthood 
and raise their own families, but their 
time with us is very, very brief. 
3.  Think about your work, and consider 
if it’s time to change jobs.  So much of 
our time is given to earning a living, and 
the sad fact is many people don’t like 
their jobs.  If you don’t like your job, 
look for a new one. 
4.  Get your financial house in order.  At 
first glance, this suggestion may not 
seem to be related to time, but it is.  Be-
cause of debt burdens many people must 
work longer hours or an extra job.  Debt, 
and lifestyle costs, may also keep us tied 
to a job we don’t like.  Don’t be a slave 
to your debt.  Most economists are pre-
dicting a rocky financial road for 2008, 
so it is prudent to get your financial 
house in order. 
5.  Do fewer things, and do them better.  

We all know the saying jack of all 
trades, master of none.  Some people try 
to do so many things that they do noth-
ing very well.  God has given each of us 
gifts and talents, and we can use them 
best by doing fewer things and doing 
them well.  This applies to your work in 
the church.  The church doesn’t need 
people who are trying to do every job; 
we need people who will concentrate on 
using their gifts in the best way possible.   
6.  Always make time for worship.   
Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us there is an 
appointed time for everything.  Because 
we live in a 24/7 society there are many 
things that now intrude on our worship 
time.  Fight against this trend. 
7.  Have a great 2008.  Some of you may 
be happy to close the book on 2007.  
Perhaps you faced challenges and diffi-
culties that you are happy to put behind 
you.  The great gift of God is that each 
day on the calendar is a new beginning.  
Allow 2008 to be a new start, and have a 
great year. 
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Auld Lang Syne:  The song, "Auld Lang Syne," is sung at the stroke of midnight in 
almost every English- speaking country in the world to bring in the New Year. In spite 
of the popularity of 'Auld Lang Syne', it has aptly been described as the song that   
nobody knows. Even in Scotland, hardly a gathering sings it correctly, without some 
members of the party butchering the words.  

 

Written by Robert Burns in 1741, it was first published in 1796 after Burns' death. 
"Auld Lang Syne" literally means "old long ago," or simply, "the good old days." 

Auld Lang Syne by Robert Burns 

1. Should auld acquaintance be forgot,  4. We two hae paidled i’ the burn, 
    and never brought to mind?      Frae morning’ sun till dine; 
    Should auld acquaintance be forgot     But seas between us braid hae roar’d 
    And days of auld lang syne?      Sin’ auld lang syne 
 
2. For auld lang syne, my dear,  5. And here’s a hand, my trusty friend 
    For auld lang syne,       and gie’s a hand o’thine; 
    We’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet      We’ll take a cup o’kindness yet 
    For auld lang syne       For auld lang syne 
 
3. We twa hae run aboot the braes  6. Should auld acquaintance be forgot 
    And pou’d the gowans fine;      and never brought to mind? 
    we’ve wander’d mony a weary foot     Should auld acquaintance be forgot 
    Sin’ auld lang syne       and days of auld lang syne? 

 
7. For auld lang syne, my dear 

For auld lang syne 
We’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet 

For auld lang syne 



 

Date     Attendance          Offering 
                 SS       EW     MW  
12/2 61 28 141 $ 3,547 
12/9 71 21 164 $ 3,713 
12/16 83 8 193 $ 3,057 
12/23 na na na na 
12/30 na na na na 
   
Debt Balance: $  0 
  
Budget to : 12/16/07   
 Received - $ 151,914 

 Required - $ 141,363 

��� � ���������	�
	����������	�
	����������	�
	����������	�
	� ��� �� �� �
Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
so short that it cannot save;  
neither is His ear so dull that it 
cannot hear – Isaiah 59:1.  

January Volunteer Schedule 
 Children’s 
 Church Greeters        Nursery 
6 Lori  Frogs  Jane M 
13 Amy  Joy Class Julie M 
20 Suzanne Women’s Aimee 
27 Brandy  Youth  volunteer 
 
Check out www.ncfirstbaptist.org.  Look  
under staff and volunteer  

Wednesday Evening Programs Resume 
January 16th. 
5:50 pm Meal 
6:15 pm Youth Programs 
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 
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Joyce and Phil Powell 6 
Mary and Chuck Smith 10 
Peggy and Cecil McCarty 11 
Liesa and Dewayne Booher 25 

Taylor 
Allison 
Bryant 
Taylor 
Abrams 
Edelen 
McGhee 
Stambaugh 
Hardy 
Moffatt 
Foree 
Hall 
West 
Mann 
Mann 
Boyer 
Charlton 
Crow 
Morrow 
Stewart 
Cravens 
Kurtz 
Isaacs 
Mann 
Seligman 
Armstrong 
Atchison 
Kirk 
Jeffries 
Vaughn 
Chisholm 
Jeffries 

Tracy 
Betty 
Seth 
Karen 
Tim 
Stacie 
Noah 
Tina 
Gary 
Jane 
Roby 
Luke 
Logan 
Elizabeth(Bella) 
Julie 
Kate 
Tyler 
Amanda 
Frank 
Linda 
Danny 
Keegan 
Blake 
Gayle 
Carlie 
Wayne 
Justin 
Justice 
Whitney 
Kevin 
Tony 
Loren 

3 
4 
4 
4 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
10 
12 
13 
14 
14 
15 
16 
18 
18 
19 
20 
21 
25 
25 
26 
27 
27 
28 
29 




