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Dave’s Diary 
 Believing in God, at 

least on the surface, seems like a rela-
tively simple matter.  You either believe 
or you don’t.  But belief, like so many 
other things, is rarely so simple.  The 
reality is, belief comes attached to many 
other factors.  Do you believe in the cor-
rect concept of God?  Is he a loving or 
just God?  Is God most interested in 
evangelism or social justice?  Do you 
correctly interpret the Scriptures?  Are 
you a literalist or do you see variations 
of language?  What is your concept of 
worship?  Is it formal and liturgical or is 
it casual and feature a praise band?  Do 
you worship on Saturday night or Sun-
day morning?  How do you relate your 
faith to the culture at large?  Do you 
vote your religious convictions in rela-
tion to a particular political party or are 
you more independently minded?  How 
do you relate the concepts of church and 
state?  And on an on we could go. 
 Moving through the sermon series 
Confronting the Skeptics we have exam-
ined belief vs. unbelief, but there is also 
the question of what we believe about 
God.  As we approach two of the tough-
est topics in this series the questions 
shift beyond whether or not we believe 

to a consideration of what we believe 
about God.  The two topics that we will 
soon examine are the questions of When 
Evil Is Done in the Name of God and 
The Problem of Suffering.  Of all the 
arguments leveled at belief by unbeliev-
ers, these are arguably the toughest.  
How do we answer to those who recite 
the litany of evil perpetrated by the 
church?  How do we answer those who 
point to the Inquisition, the burning of 
people at the stake, the religious justifi-
cations for slavery, and other dark peri-
ods in the history of the church?  And 
then we have to confront the charge of 
how a loving God squares with the suf-
fering in the world.  What do you say to 
someone who asks how a loving God 
could allow a child to be inflicted with a 
deadly disease?  How do we answer 
questions about God’s power in relation 
to the tsunami that killed so many thou-
sands of people several years ago?  
These are tough questions, and there are 
no easy answers. 
 It’s interesting to note that the Bible 
doesn’t really confront these questions 
directly.  There are passages that are 
applicable, certainly, but there are no 
verses that answer these questions di-
rectly.  Many times over the years peo-
ple have suggested reading the book of 
Job if one wants to understand the mean-

ing of suffering.  If you have turned to 
Job looking for answers, you have 
probably been left scratching your head 
and wondering where the answers are 
hidden.  The book of Job, in fact, may 
raise more questions than it provides 
answers.  And yet, for all the questions 
that remain, there is the unshakeable 
faith of Job.  In spite of losing every-
thing, in spite of believing he was aban-
doned by God, in spite of the trials in-
flicted upon him by his friends, Job re-
mained steadfast and immovable in his 
faith.  Perhaps this is the real lesson of 
Job, and of suffering – remaining faith-
ful regardless of what may happen to us 
along life’s road.  The book of Job con-
tains one of my favorite verses in all of 
Scripture – in 13:15 Job makes his great 
affirmation that though He slay me, I 
will hope in Him.  Now that’s faith.  Job 
asked many questions and struggled, but 
in the end, he clung to faith.  If it was 
good enough for Job, that’s certainly 
good enough for me. 
 There are two important reminders 
that I want to place before you.  Remem-
ber that our Vacation Bible School is 
June 18th – 21st.  As always, I will re-
mind you that VBS is one of our most 
important mission and ministry events.  
Work is already underway to make this a 
great week, but we need a lot of help to 

make the week successful.  I want to ask 
you to consider giving at least one eve-
ning of your time to help us this year.  
You can teach, help with crafts, work in 
recreation, prepare snacks, shepherd kids 
from one place to another, or help in any 
number of other capacities.  Just let us 
know, and we’ll find a place for you.  
Second, the summer lunch program will 
soon start, but with a few changes.  We 
will most likely host the lunches at the 
church this year.  The past two years we 
have been serving at Osage apartments, 
but the hot weather and the setup can 
make this difficult.  Also, we may re-
duce the number of days we serve.  As 
of this writing, we may serve on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday.  You can 
sign up for one day or several through-
out the summer if you like.  Just let us 
know in the office. 
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Date     Attendance          Offering 
                 SS       EW     MW    
5/6 88 35 143 $3,503 
5/13 77 35 148 $3,174 
5/20 63 20 104 $2,890 
5/27    $2,988 
 
Debt Balance: $  7,340 
  
Budget to :   Received - $ 63,569 

  Required - $ 59,389 
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Memory Verse – Micah 6:8 – And  
what does the Lord require of you but  
to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk  
humbly with your God? 

June Volunteer Schedule 
 
Children’s Church   Greeters 
6/3 Kelly   Frogs 
6/10 Lori   Joy Class 
6/17 Amy   Womens 
6/24 Suzanne  Dave 
  
Check out www.ncfirstbaptist.org.  Look 
under staff and volunteer  
Schedule. 

ADULT CO-ED SOFTBALL BEGINS ON 
JUNE 8TH.  CONTACT TONY, DAVE, OR 

CALL THE OFFICE ASAP IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO PLAY.  GAMES ARE 
PLAYED ON MONDAY AND FRIDAY. 

We have wandered far from 
God; and if we wish to re-
turn to our Father's home, 
this world must be used, not 
enjoyed, that so the invisible 
things of God may be clearly 
seen, being understood by 
the things that are made--
that is, that by means of 
what is material and tempo-
rary we may lay hold upon 
that which is spiritual and 
eternal. The true objects of 
enjoyment, then, are the Fa-
ther and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit . . .St. Augustine, 
On Christian Doctrine. 
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Anniversary  
 

Adam and Lisa West 1 
Jerry and Kathleen Bond 9 
Lewis and Elizabeth Holliday  9 
Gene and Evelyn Garrett 12 
Mike and Janet Crow 15 
Timothy and Tracy Taylor 17 
John and Anita Frazier 21 
Tony and Suzanne Kirk 21 
Kenneth and Karen Taylor 25 
Eric and Lori Vegh 25 
Frank and Shanda Archer 26 
Ray and Carrie Isaacs 27 

Alvin 
Anita 
Tish 
Connor 
Derek 
Kathleen 
Janet 
Axel 
Larry 
Brenda 
Jack 
Elizabeth 
Angela 
Connie 
Michael 
Sue 
Jessica 
Evelyn 
Alex 
Kenneth 
Nicole 
Jessica 
Kelsey 
Rose 

Tingle 
Frazier 
Thomas 
Jeffries 
Tingle 
Bond 
Crow 
Hawkins 
Phillips 
House 
Scriber 
Holliday 
Buckler 
Taylor 
Taylor 
Banta 
Booher 
Garrett 
Miles 
Shelton 
Taylor 
Archer 
Thomas 
Smith 

1 
3 
3 
5 
6 
7 
7 
7 
9 
10 
11 
13 
14 
14 
14 
17 
22 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
27 
28 




